ar- 


low 


OT Ome BY O® 


Sars 





THE CIRCULAR. 








PUBLISHED WEEKLY, BY ] 


DEVOTED TO THE SOVER 


EIGNTY OF JESUS CHRIST. 


[THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY. 











VOL. XII. 


ONEIDA, N. Y., THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 1863. 


NO. 3. 














THE CIRCULAR 


Is-an exponent of BibleCommunism. It advocates the 
Religion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive 
Church. 

It recognizes the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven, as for 
ages prayed for, is now actually coming into the world, and 
it will look for its presence in every field of action. 

It will embrace within its scope whatever is progressive 
and inspiring in Science, Literature, Art, and the News of 
the World, and will aim to interpret all events from a spirit- 
ual point of view, and in their relations to the great Proviv 
dential movement of the times. 

It is offered to those who desire it, as the Gospel is, with- 
out money and without price, or at One Dollar a year to 
those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should return us a copy with his name and residence written 
upon it, and the simple order, “ Discontinue.” 

Address “THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


PUBLICATIONS. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those who seek the 
Faith of the Primitive Church: an octavo volume of 500 
pages. By J. H. Nores. Price, $1.50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c., &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but ames many new and interesting 
conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. 
All who wish to understand Brste Communism—its constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of should acquaint 
themselves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the Annual Re- 
ports and other publications of the Oneida Community 
and its branches; presenting, in connection with their 
History, a summary view of their Religious and Social The- 
ories. 128 pages, octavo. Price, 50 cts. 














SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and defended by J. H. 
Noxxs. Pamphlet, 10 cts. 


2 Past Volumes of the Circular can be furnished to 
order; and any of the above Publications may be sent by 
mail to all parts of the country. 
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The Community consists of about 225 mem- 
bers, comprising men, women, youth and children, 
nearly in equal proportions. They own 3886 acres 
of land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, State 
of New York; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and pro- 
ductions, see a card in the next column. 

The Community has been established here 
about fifteen years, and is self-supporting. There 
is a branch community located at Wallingford, 
Conn., which is also self-supporting. 

The members of the Community hold among 
their distinguishing points of belief, that Jesus 
Christ is offered to mankind as a_ perfect Sa- 
vior from selfishness; that personal regeneration 
through him is the only true foundation for re- 
form; that his Second Coming, together with the 
establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven and a 
perfect Social State in the heavenly world, took 
place at the close of the apostolic age; that all 

d and evil are the results of spiritual agency, 
and hence that faith is the best resource for ail- 
ments of the body as well as the soul; that the 
age of miracles is not past, &c. For a more full 
statement of their religious views and the reasons 
thereof, see the Berean, a book published by the 
Community. 

The Social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism, like that of the day of Pentecost, when 
“no man said that aught of the things that he 
possessed was his own, but they had all things 
common;” or like the condition expressed by 
Christ in his last prayer for his disciples, “ail 
mine are thine, and thine are mine.” This Social 
order bases itself logically on our views of Christ- 
ianity, which as a perfect system requires an un- 
selfish condition of society; and historically on 
the fact that a model of perfect Communism has 
been in successful operation in the interior world 
for eighteen hundred years, and is now gaining 
extension and recognition among men. An ex- 

sition of the Social Theory here indicated may 

found in Bible Communism, a pamphlet of the 
Community. 

For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal Constitution, or code of Laws, but depends on 
the maintenance of a good spirit, securing a vital 
organization throughout, like that which animates 
the human body, and on the exercise of Free 
Criticism on the part of all its members. The 
most spiritual and discerning among them secur- 
ing the most confidence, have naturally the most 
influence. Joun H. Noyes, as the man by whom 
the truths of Communism have been mainly 
brought forth in this age, is respected as a true 
leader. In business, those persons whose attrac- 
ions and capacities fit them for posts of responsi- 
tibility, are sought for and placed in charge of the 
different departments. 

Persons wishing for a more extended knowledge 
of the Community, may gain it by reading its pub- 
lications, or by correspondence with its secretary. 
If a personal visit is desired, the convenience of 
the Community as to the time and circumstances 
of receiving it should first be consulted by letter. 

Tue CIRCULAR is our weekly organ, and is 
offered on such terms as make it accessible to ey- 





the ability to do so, will deal generous! 


Community in sharing its expense, and contribu- 


ting to its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as 


a gift. 

, The following may serve as a condensed formu- 

a 0: 

PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES: 

The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christ 

in the interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. 
. 70. 

Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the 
foregoing, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, 
and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspi- 
ration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s —_ at every Seal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, Divorced from Mammon, and de- 

voted to God. 





The 
Oneida, N. Y., 





MANUFACTURERS OF 
Steel Traps, of six different sizes, suitable for all 
kinds of Trapping, and warranted. 
Traveling-Bags, of various materials and the latest 
improved styles. 
Mop-Holders, with malleable iron heads and screw 
fastenings. 
Preserved Fruits, put up in glass quart jars, se- 


curely sealed and warranted. 





DEALERS IN 


SEWING-SILKS, 


A full assortment of which for the supply of 


Merchants and Manufacturers is gener- 
ally on hand. 





Orders for any of the the above articles, accom- 
panied by cash or satisfactory reference, will be 
carefully and promptly attended to. 

Address ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, N. Y. 
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Thoughts on Criticism. 
From a Lecture delivered Jan. 1868, by G. Craary. 
Concluded. 





Paul gloried in the cross of Christ, for by 
it he was crucified unto the world and the 
world unto him. The cross was an impass- 
able barrier between himself and a world of 
sin, darkness and death. In somewhat like 
manner may we not be permitted to rejoice 
in our system of free criticism, as a means of 
crucifying us to the world and to our old life? 
We call our system of criticism free, because 
we have embodied it in our organization as 
an essential means of improvement and 
growth, and to which all have agreed to submit 
freely. We call it free, moreover, because 
all, without distinction, can have the benefit 
of it without money and without price. 
Again we call it free, because it is one of the 
means of a free salvation through the free 
gift of the Son of God to the world. And it 
is free for any one to invite its application 
for one’s benefit. There must be freedom on 
both sides; freedom in giving criticism and 
freedom in receiving it also; otherwise there 
will be no sympathetic current of love flow- 
ing between the giver and receiver, as the 
medium of the spirit of truth. A great 


amount of censure and fault-finding in gener- | 


al is given freely in society at large. But 
very little of it can justly be called free, 
sincere criticism, from the fact that it is not 
given with the intention of doing good, but 
to gratify personal animosity and egotism. 
But if in the place of fault-finding, in a censo- 
rious spirit, there could be societies formed 
in every town on true, artistic principles, for 
the purpose of giving disinterested criticisms 
to all their members, great good would be the 
result. However, as a little leaven leaven- 
eth the whole lump, may we not regard the 


ery one. Those who receive its spirit and have 
with the 


criticising organization in this Community as| What does this fear of criticism arise from 2 
the beginning of a reformation that will ulti-| From what source does it come? Is one 
mately prevail wherever civilization and | afraid to have the truth spoken in reference 
Bible truth prepare the way? As the world| to one’s character? Or is it fear of having 
is to be redeemed from sin, ignorance and/untruths told about us? Fear of criticism 
moral deformity, it wil undoubtedly be ac-| manifestly arises from egotism; and egotism 
/complished by processes requiring great dis-| belongs to the old man—the isolated life that 
| crimination and sincerity of heart. Commu- | shuns the light. In a word, fear belongs to 
| nists are accused by social, if not religious|the devil, and is to be resisted accordingly. 
|reformers, of illiberality toward popular| “There isno fear in love; but perfect love 
ideas among them, such as individual sover-|casteth out fear; because fear hath torment.” 
eignty, human rights, &c., affirming also that | And one way to overcome fear of criticism is, 
our platform is not sufficiently broad and_| to invite it in one way or another, until you 
philanthropic to embrace all classes of soci-| make it your friend and familiar eompanion. 
ety. In reply to all such accusations, I| Studying it as an art, is another method of 
would say, that I think it ean be demonstra-| dispelling fear of it. We do not fear that 
ted, with mathematical certainty, that Bible | which is attractive to us. Whatever can be 
Communists are the only reformers who/| reduced to a science and an art, secures more 
truthfully appreciate the worth of humanity | or less investigation and study. And why ? 
(if 1 may be allowed the expression), and | Because they involve the working of law and 
have exhumed, from the dark ages, the apos-| of principles, which are always attractive to 
tolic foundation for its redemption. What is|the mind of man. Thankfulness is a dispel- 
more needed to raise man from the pit of sin | ler of fear. The more one dwells in the new 
and self-condemnation than the glorious doe-| life of Christ, the more one finds to be thank- 
trine of justification through faith in Christ ?/ ful for. As the beautiful traits in the spirit 
A sure foundation indeed, and broad enough | and character of Christ unfold themselves to 
for all to stand upon who can be saved from | our interior vision, we become eaptivated by 
selfishness and unbelief. That the entire | them and thereby drink in his life—a life that 
race is in direful need of help, from some 'is full of light—for in him is no darkness at 
source that can offer a radical cure, no one all. And the influx of the light of life ban- 
can deny. One great difference, however, | ishes all fear. The spirit of fear can no more 
between philanthropic savers of all men and | dwell in the light than darkness can exist in 
‘Bible Communists, is, that the former advo-_| the presence of the refulgent blaze of the 
cate quantity of salvation medicine, while the | noon-day sun. Fear of death, for instance, is 
latter advocate quality. If the results of the | the fear of darkness. Let the light of Christ 
experiment could be ascertained, so far as it | blaze in upon death and it vanishes, and for 
has been tried, it would be found that the | the simple reason that Christ by his light and 
advocates of a universal supply of salvation ‘love has destroyed death. Fear of eriticism 
have adulterated the medicine with so much | is to be resisted as an enemy that is seeking 
sugary benevolence, in order to make it pal-| to destroy our faith and confidence in Christ. 
atable to the selfish heart, that it produces no | The fearful and unbelieving are classed to- 
radical cure. Bible Communists on the other | gether in the Bible, as under the devil’s pow- 
hand, insist upon quality, at all hazards—the | cr, and subjects of his dominion. In studying 
pure unadulterated cross of Christ, that | the character of Christ it is clearly evident 
makes an end of the world, the flesh and the | that he submitted himself to criticism continu. 
ally and by it he was perfected. Christ, un- 
As re-| doubtedly, had before him a pertect standard 
by which he measured everything with the 











devil, in every one who accepts of it. 
But to return from this digression. 


gards giving and receiving criticism, much is 
yet to be learned. As a general principle, | “curacy of an artist. He hated iniquity and 





the more freely one exposes the state and ac-| loved righteousness. The bad he called bad, 
ithe good he called good. There was no con- 


tions of one’s heart, the more sure will one be 
fusion, or obscurity in his mind, no confound- 


of a benefit from criticism. We find that we 
love criticism just in proportion to our ear- ing evil with good. 

nestness for spiritual improvement and; It may be inferred that Jesus Christ sub- 
growth. And why? Because criticism brings | jected himself to the severest kind of criti- 
to the light both sides of one’s character—the | cism and discipline from the carliest dawn of 
good and the evil. And this course scems to | his spiritual and mental development in his 
To encourage one to give bat-| career in this world, For he had a purpose 


be necessary. 
ever before him to be entirely obedient to the 


tte to evil and wrong, one must have courage 
and hope in his heart. In other words one | will of his Father, at any cost of suffering. 
must have justification as a foundation to stand | And, was it not the execution of that purpose 
upon. But that justification must not be his! that secured to him all his glorious victories 
own—o cannot be justified ; but Christ and|over the world, the flesh, and the devil? 
As every subject of the grace of} Was it not in such.a school of discipline, that 
the Son of God was educated to be the great- 
est of all critics, and the perfect standard of 
righteous judgment for men to follow? As 





I can be. 
God must, as a matter of course, have in his 
nature some good soil for the truth to take 
root in, the discovery of that soil must be in 
the fact that it has an attraction for truth; for | to his qualification and fitness to be the chief 
good seed. The two unite and become one. | of critics, and the judge of all men, I quote 
The design of criticism is to foster and en-|the following from the pen of one of his pu- 
pils as a specimen of his intuitive ability to 
reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords: 
“For the word of God [Christ] is quick and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
| sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and mar- 


courage the good in one’s nature, that it may 
increase until it overcomes, destroys and 
eradicates every root and branch of the tree 
of evil. Thus, in an important sense, every 
true man builds up himself: that is, his good- 
ness is the result of the growth and expan- 
sion of an inward principle of life—is not put | row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
on like an outside garment, but grows like a} intents of the heart. Neither is there any 
plant from nourishment within. But one of| creature that is not manifest in his sight; but 
the most formidable hindrances to the free | all things are naked and open unto the eyes 
That | of him with whom we have to do.” 

One of the peculiarities of the dispensation 
of grace and truth is, that it avails itself of a 


course of criticism among us is fear. 
is, a fearful principality that must be cast out 
before one can make much progress. 
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great variety of means in its work of build- 
ing up and perfecting the members of the 
body of Christ. It will be noticed that in 
the Primitive Church there was quite a di- 
versity of agencies employed in the edifica- 
tion of that body. Apostles, prophets, evan- 
gelists, pastors and teachers, all having, no 
doubt in some respects, quite different func- 
tions, yet all converging to the same end— 


vance in the divine life of eternal love, they 
will require less and less of intermediate 
agencies in receiving criticism and hints in 
the work of perfecting character; and will 
finally reach a state in which they will judge 
and criticise themselves—or in other words, 
will receive hints direct from the Spirit of 
truth. It is our destiny to possess that de- 
gree of refinement of life that will enable us 





the unity and perfection of Christ’s members, | to understand fully the language of the Spirit 
The agencies that are now to be employed in | of God as it penetrates our inner, soul-nature. 
doing similar work, may assume very differ-|The gift of an unction from the Holy One 


erent forms outwardly, corresponding with 
the different circumstances in which the pres- 
ent Gentile Church is placed. At present the 


that we may know all things, will not be in- 


‘compatible with spiritual science and art. 
| y . . . *y. 
, We can conceive of a state of impressibility 


mode of building up and uniting the mem-/to heavenly instincts, in which instruction 


bers of the Gentile body of Christ is connect- 
ed with vital society or Communism; and 
systematic criticism is an essential ordinance 
of vital society. But it will be seen that 
this ordinance is susceptible of a great vari- 
ety of forms, so as to meet all cases in every 
stage of progress. Already we have public 
criticisms, private criticisms by committees, 
individual criticisms, &c, It is quite unneces- 
sary to have stereotype formulas by which to 
be governed. The most essential thing need- 
ed, in all cases, is that we give place in our 
hearts to the spirit of frankness and sincerity. 
To be sincere in offering criticism without 
giving offense, is an attainment every one 
should strive to secure; and equally so, in 
receiving criticism without taking offense. 

In promoting trve love among us, we are 
doing the most effectual thing to destroy and 
make an end of false love. So likewise, in 
promoting scientific and artistic criticism, ma- 
king it popular among us, we are doing the 
best thing to banish from our circle, fault- 
finding, evil-thinking and grumbling in gener- 
al. In cultivating reverence for criticism we 
are pleasing the Spirit of truth. As members 
of Christ, we are mediums of his Spirit, and 
it should be a purpose with every one to be 
an acceptable one. Here again, we may 
profitably study the character of Christ, as a 
medium. He says, “I can of mine own self 
do nothing; asl hear I judge: and my judg- 
ment is just: because] seek not mine own 
will, but the will of the Father which hath 
sent me.” What sincere, self-abnegation we 
thus find in the words of Christ. A good 
critic, a good medium, and a good adviser, is 
one who is preéminently a good listener to 
those above him. How frankly Christ con- 
tesses his inability to do anything without it 
is given him from the Father. So in criti- 
cisms, we should listen in faith and simpli- 
city to the voice of interior wisdom, that we 
may know what to say in all cases. But if 
nothing is given to us, then it is wisdom to 
keep silent. Christ was a great economist 
of life—words are life or death—he said 
what was given him to say, and no more. 





ITeaven does not bestow its treasures upon 
those who would mix them up with the dross 
of earth, or, through egotism, claim them as 
their own. 

As believers advance in 
spiritual life and love—growing into unity 
and harmony with each other’s interior affec- 
tions and recognizing the fact that we are 
members one of another, we shall find pleas- 
ure rather than pain in the criticising art. A 
growing appreciation of God’s mysterious 
but transforming grace in man, clothing the 
soul in beauty and loveliness, will have the 
effect to increase our veneration and respect 
for cach other. And as our respect for each 
other increases, regard for each other’s feel- 
ings will also increase. The following para- 
graph from a note, containing a private criti- 
cism, will illustrate my meaning. The wri- 
ter says: “Itrust I am so near to your 
heart that I can give you a caution in regard 
to your course, without hurting you. Let 
my words be as the thoughts of your own 
mind which whisper useful hints without wak- 
* Such an introduction 


refinement of 


ing up conscience, 
to criticism or advice, has the effect to dis- 
arm one of opposition and soften the heart 
to receive the truth. But as believers ad- 





| will be imparted and growth attained by 


processes so delicate and instantaneous as to 
be an intuition—leaving far in the rear the 
slow, reasoning machinery of the intellect in 
conveying truth and light to the mind and 
heart. But I must hasten to a conclusion of 
these desultory remarks. 

As a Community we owe much to our 
system of free criticism. A glance at our 
past history will disclose the fact, that, in a 
certain sense, the Community is based upon 
untrammeled criticism. Criticism has been 
to us a wall of defense; and it might also be 
said, of offence, and a stone of stumbling to 
some. Nearly all who have deserted our 
ranks did so for want of moral courage to en- 
dure the criticising discipline before them. 
They could see that it was a rock upon which 
they must fall and be broken in pieces; but 
of such a fate, egotism would not willingly 
accept. Criticism is no respector of persons 
—only of truth, beauty and righteousness. 
All who were victims or unwilling mediums 
of a hard, unbelieving spirit, or of a selfish, 
egotistical one, could not escape the judg- 
ment, ifthey would; and would not—if true 
at heart—if they could. At one time, which 
many among us remember, the contending 
forces—the spirit of egotism resisting Com- 
munism—were almost equally balanced, ap- 
parently, as to strength. But through the in- 
spiration, untiring energy, and self-sacrificing 
spirit which were at work at the center, vic- 
tory was on the side of truth and righteous- 
ness. It was, indeed, to many, if not to all 
who were members of the Commuity at that 
period, the day of judgment; a day of reckon- 
ing with our past lives; in a word, the end of 
the world had come. Our strongest and 
best members accepted the summons to ap- 
pear at the bar of the court of Truth, and 
there give evidence against themselves— 
against their old life—confessing its deeds, 
however mortifying to human pride and_self- 
complacency. And shall it be said that it 
was a humiliating sight to behold? It might 
indeed be such to the kingdom of darkness, but 
to the kingdom of light it was far otherwise. 
In the sight of heaven it was a noble specta- 
cle, and well caleulated to elevate humanity 
and ally it to divinity. For it was evidence, 
indisputable and satisfactory, of the divinity 
of Christ, the only begotten Son of God, ap- 
pearing againin man,causing the latter to free- 
ly, if not joyfully, accept the cross, that he 
might nail upon it selfish, carnal nature, It 
was evidence too, that in such cases the love 
of the truth was in them a victorious passion, 
And who does not believe that the Spirit of 
truth has in himself a power and glory—a 
fascination that far transcends and throws in- 
to grim darkness all mere human achieve- 
ments and splendor. In some cases the con- 
flict continued for weeks and months. It was 
an inward battle, acivil war; animal passions 
and appetites in rebellion against the moral 
passions, veneration, love of the truth, and 
the nobler attributes of the soul. The 
Christ man demanded of the animal man un- 
conditional surrender and obedience to God, 
And such victories—man conquering himself 
—caused rejoicing in heaven among the re- 
deemed, though earth may have remained si- 
lent and ignorant of the glorious news, 

Before closing, allow me to suggest a few 
the councils of the na- 


practical hints. In 








tion, when officials come under criticism it is 
customary for them to resign their office. 
But we have a better way of procedure, 
namely, for officials to offer themselves and 
their departments for public criticism. Some 
of our foremen and managers of business 
have proposed to keep themselves and their 
departments open to criticism, and often in- 
vite it. I hope this rule will be universal.— 
Every business among us is exposed to the 
influences of the selfish spitit of the world, 
and of course, more or less exposing its man- 
agers to its filthiness, requiring for its remo- 
val, an application of this cleansing art. And 
would it be out of place, 1 would respectfully 
inquire, for mothers of our young, to consid- 
er their work a business department and open 
to public criticism? Do not those tender 
plants of human life belong to the Commu- 
nity? And should not the mothers and 
nurses desire, above all things, to receive 
wisdom from those above them? One of 
the greatest obstructions to improvement in 
this department, according to my humble 
opinion, is what may be called the grand- 
mother principality, or, in other words, a 
spirit of superannuation, which is incapable 
of appreciating, to any great extent, new 
ideas and truths developed by science. 1 do 
not, by any means, wish to give offense to 
the aged, nor to detract from the veneration 
which is justly due to them. A _ person 
may be of great age, and yet not pos- 
sess a superannuated spirit. It is not the 
person that we are to look at, but the 
principality. If a young mother is not open 
to receive new truths and hints, in re- 
gard to the training of children, that mother 
is in a spirit of superannuation, and not capa- 
ble of inspiration and improvement. If we 
need advice from mothers and fathers of 
great experience in these matters, can we not 
get it from the Primitive Church, from Abra- 
ham and Sarah, who have been cleansed from 
all earthly, selfish and ignorant familyism, 
and merged into the great and glorious res- 
urrection family of the Father and Son, 
where sin, disease and death are forever un- 
known? As servants of the Spirit of truth, 
we must not hesitate to follow fearlessly 
wherever he invites. If he bid us question 


‘closely, and examine faithfully the influences 


that come in upon us, and we find, in such 
examination, elements that are unfavorable 
to criticism and improvement—that foster 
unbelief—that adhere to old, uninspired hab- 
its of body and mind—we must not for one 
moment hesitate to criticise, rebuke, and cau- 
tion, with all long-suffering and patience. 
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COMMUNISM THE SocrAL ORDER OF HEAVEN. 


"ONEIDA, MARCH 19, 1863. _ 


Inquiries Answered. 





[The following replies to several questions, are 
the principal part of a private letter lately written 
in answer to an inquiring friend. The introduc- 
tory part, being unessential here, is omitted.] 

Qualifications for Membership. 

1. You ask whether we take in members who 
are poor in temporal things, if they are qualified 
in spiritual things; and whether they enjoy the 
same privileges, and are as much thought of as 
the rich ? 

Answer.—We receive members without regard 
to either their riches or their poverty in temporal 
things, if we are satisfied that they are sincere 
believers in Jesus Christ; that they are seeking 
to serve and follow him; and that they belong to 
his spiritual flock. Our members are thought of 
and respected, not according to their wealth or 
poverty, but according to their true character 
and worth, so far as they are known. 

Visiting. 

2. You ask whether, if you were to become a 
member, you would be allowed to go and visit 
your friends (such as your sister in Ohio), if they 
desired you to come, and would the Community 
bear the expense if you had not the means your- 
self? 

Answer.—We have no established rule about 
such cases, but act as we judge to be for the best 
interest of all who are concerned. When a 
member wishes to visit his or her relatives out- 
side of the Community, if we see good and satis- 
factory reasons for the request, we allow them to 
go, and also furnish them with the necessary 
means. Yet, if our relatives who are outside, 
wish to see us, we think it better as a general 
thing that they should visit us here, rather than 
that we should visit them For when we truly 
receive Christ as our Head, we become members 





of his body, the church; then the members of 
this church, which is the family of God, are our 
brothers, and sisters, and mothers; and our rela- 
tion to them is nearer and more important than 
our relation to any who are only our kindred ac- 
cording to the flesh. Christ required his disci- 
ples to forsake all for his sake; and his claim is 
above that of father, mother, brother or sister.— 
When Jesus was teaching in a certain place, and 
one said to him, “ Thy mother and thy brethren 
stand without desiring to see thee, he answered 
and said to him that told him, Who is my moth- 
er? and who are my brethren? And he stretched 
forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Be- 
hold my mother and my brethren! For whoso- 
ever shall do the will of my Father who is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother.” As I said above, however, we have not 
made any arbitrary rule about visiting outside 
friends. We endeavor to find out and follow the 
mind of Christ. 
Doctrine about Marriage, &c. 

3. You ask, “‘ What kind of people are they, 
of whom Christ said, that they have made them- 
selves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake ? 
And what does the apostle Paul mean when he 
says, that those who do not marry do better than 
they who marry; and that he would that all men 
were even as he?” 

Answer.—W hat Jesus said to his disciples about 
eunuchs, was spoken on the occasion of his reply 
to the Pharisees who came to him, tempting him, 
and asking him if it was lawful for a man to put 
away his wife for every cause? Jesus answered 
them plainly, that this was contrary to God’s 
purpose in making man at the beginning: “ And 
I say unto you,” he adds, “‘ Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, except for fornication, and shal} 
marry another, committeth adultery, and whoso 
marrieth her who is put away committeth adulte- 
ry. And his disciples say to him, If the case of 
the man be so with his wife, it is not good to 
marry. But he said to them, All men cannot re- 
ceive this saying, but they to whom it is given.— 
For there are some eunuchs who were so born 
from the mother’s womb; and there are some eu- 
nuchs, who were made eunuchs of men; and 
there be eunuchs who have made themselves eu- 
nuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He that 
is able to receive it let him receive it.” 

Now I conclude, that in speaking of those who 
have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom 
of heaven’s sake, Christ meant such persons as 
(whether they were eunuchs literally or not) have 
voluntarily abstained from marriage, and from 
sexual connection with women, in order that they 
might the better serve God without distraction, 
and that they might be free from the cares and 
hindrances of the marriage life. This was the 
case with Christ himself. He, as we may say, 
made himself a eunuch for the kingdom of hea- 
ven’s sake—not literally, but by his manner of 
life while he was in the world. He abstained 
from marriage, and from that kind of connection 
with woman: for he must needs be free, to fulfill 
his heavenly mission—to do the work which his 
Father had appointed him. And so of the apostle 
Paul. He abstained from marriage, and the sexu- 
al connection, that he might devote himself whol- 
ly and without distraction to the ministry to 
which Christ had appointed him. 

But neither Christ nor Paul forbade marriage . 
much less did they teach that there would be a 
separation of the sexes in the kingdom of heaven: 
And Paul said, ‘ Neither is the man without the 
woman, neither the woman without the man in 
the Lord.” It is true, however, that Christ taught 
that “in the resurrection they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God 
in heaven.” And Paul also rather advised the 
Corinthian believers against marriage, speaking of 
it asa part of “the fashion of this world, that 
passeth away.” And the reason for this advice 
was, that it was then a time of persecution and 
distress, in which they who were entangled with 
the marriage relation and its cares, were exposed 
to suffer greater trouble than the unmarried. And 
he wished them to be free from such cares, that 
they might attend upon the Lord without distrac. 
tion. Thus he says, “ He that is unmarried, careth 
for the things of the Lord, how he may please the 
Lord; but he that is married careth for the things 
of the world, how he may please his wife.” &c. 

Now although Christ, and Paul, and others of 
the Primitive Church lived in a state of celibacy, 
and of sexual abstinence, and though there were 
at that time good and sufficient reasons for their 
doing so, yet they did not make their own prac- 
tice in this respect a law for others in all future 
time. The course they took was suitable to the 
time in which they lived, which was, as we may 
say, atime of war; so that it was necessary for 
them to adopt war measures. Satan and the pow- 
ers of this world were then arrayed against them, 
and seeking to root out the Christians from the 
earth. Moreover, Paul and the believers to whom 
he wrote, were expecting that in a little while 
Christ would come again, as he had promised, not 
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to establish them in this world,—for the time had | that he “ saw a new heaven and a new earth,” the | criticism of the family: we should tell you plainly 


not then come to set up his kingdom in this world 
—but to take them away to the place which he 
had prepared for them. For he had said, “I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and pre- 
pare a place for you, I will come again and re- 
ceive you unto myself; that where I am, ye may 
be also.” Now the course of conduct which was 
wise and necessary for them to take at that time, 
and in such circumstances, might be quite unsuit- 
able for others to take in another age, and in dif- 
ferent circumstances. When the time comes for 
Christ to set up his kingdom in this world, in 
such a way as to break in pieces and consume all 
other kingdoms (see Daniel 2: 44), and to give 
his people possession of this world (and we be- 
lieve that time is near at hand), he may require 
his followers to take a different course from that 
which was suitable and necessary in the time of 
Paul; different, I mean, in respect to outward 
things, though in the same spirit of devotion to 
Christ. 

What then should we expect for ourselves in 
the time that is at hand? and what should be our 
course? We believe, not only that God is about 
to set up his kingdom on the earth, but that he 
has in fact already begun to establish that king. 
dom here with us; since we confess him as our 
Judge, our Lawgiver and our King. We believe 
too, that the heavenly church, the New Jerusalem, 
isto come down out of heaven to this world, and 
that we are to be joined to that as our true 
“mother church ;” for the apostle says that the 
“ Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the 
mother of us all.” That church stands in the res- 


urrection, where “they neither marry, nor are} yyy Testament, where the church is called the | for the business, and so the parents are made free 


given in marriage.” Clearly then, it is our busi- 
ness to learn and to follow their institutions and 
manners. Hence we, as children of that church, 
do not hold to marriage, after the fashion of this 
world; but we seek to fulfill the prayer of Christ 


writer says, ‘“‘ And I John saw the holy city, new | what we thought of you. On the other hand, if 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven, prepared | your conduct and spirit were good and accepta- 
as @ bride adorned for her husband.” This plainly | ble, our criticism would bring you praise and 
indicates that the heavenly city is the bride, or | commendation, instead of blame. 

wife, who had “made herself ready” for the} Have you the book published by us, entitled 
“marriage of the Lamb.” But to remove all |“ Bible Communism’? If you have, you can find 
doubt on this point, let us read the 9th and 10th | something more in that about criticism. (See pa- 
verses of the same chapter. John says: See also some most excellent 





“ And} ges 9 and 10.) 
there came unto me one of the seven angels who | specimens of criticism in the 2d and 3d chapters 
had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, | of Revelation, which contain Christ’s messages 
and talked with me, saying, Come hither: J will | to the seven churches in Asia. He praises them 


show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. [Now see who | for what he sees to be good in them, and rebukes | 


this wife was.] And he carried me away in the 
spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed 
me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending 
| out of heaven from God, having the glory of God: 
and her light was like unto a stone most precious, 
even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.” &. 
Thus, as the false church is likened to a lewd 
woman, clothed in purple and scarlet, and called 
“the great whore—with whom the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication,” and is called 
also “that great city which reigneth over the 
kings of the earth”—‘“ Babylon the Great, the 
Mother of harlots and abominations of the earth ;” 
so, the true church of Christ is likened to a pure 


’ 


called “ the bride, the Laml’s wife?” and then this 
bride is immediately shown to be “ that great city, 
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
God.” 

The truth of the view I have here presented, is 
|confirmed indirectly by other passages of the 





| 
| heavenly Jerusalem, and where Christ’s relation 


| to the church is compared to the marriage rela- 
|tion. In the 12th chapter of Hebrews, Paul says, 
| Ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city 


| of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, ... . to 


for his disciples, “that they all may be one, even | 17, peneral assembly and church of the first-born, who 


as he and the Father are one.” And in our regu- 
lation of the love-relations between the sexes, we 
seek to be governed by the inspiration and the 
spirit of the kingdom of heaven. 

Explanation of Rev. 19: 7, 8. 

4. You ask, * What is the true explanation of the 
text found in Revelation, chap. 19th, verses 7th 
and 8th? What woman is that who is called his 
(the Lamb’s) wife?” 

Answer.—I understand that by the wife, or 
bride of the Lamb, is meant the true church of 
Christ—the Primitive Church—and not a particular 
woman. This is made clear, as I think you will 
see, by examining what goes before, and what 
follows the passage in Rey. 19th, to which you re- 
terred. For in the 17th chapter, the false church | 
is described under the figure of a woman, and her | 
clothing and character are portrayed. She is also 
represented as a great city, which reigneth over | 
the kingsof the earth.” 
tion,says, “ There came one of the seven angels who | 
had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying, 
Come hither ; 1 will shew unto thee the judgment | 
of the great whore that sitteth upon many wa- 
ters: &c. So he carried me away in the spirit | 
into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon | 
a scarlet-colored beast... . . And the woman | 
was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and deck- | 
ed with gold and precious stones and pearls, &c. | 
And upon her forehead was a name written, Mys- | 
TERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MornEn oF | 
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.— 
And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of 
the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus.” Then follows the explanation which the 
angel gave to John, about the woman, and about 
the beast that carried her. And at the conclu- 
sion he says, “ The woman which thou sawest is 
that great city which reigneth over the kings of 
the earth.” Then in the 18th chapter, the fall of 
this great city (‘‘ Babylon the Great”), is described. 
In the 19th chapter, John tells how he “ heard 
much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia,’ and 
giving glory and honor to God because of the 
judgment and fall of this scarlet-clad “ mother of 
harlots.” ‘They said, “ True and righteous are 
his judgments: for he hath judged the great 
whore who did corrupt the earth with her forni- 
cation, and he hath avenged the blood of his ser- 
vants at her hand.” A little after this we find the 
passage about which you inquire. Here another 
woman, of a very different character is described. 
John says, “I heard as it were the voice of a 
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, 
Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigncth. 
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: 








hath made herself ready. And to her was granted 
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints,” 

Now if we would learn more. certainly who 
that woman is who is called “the Lamb's wife,” 
let us look a little further on. In the beginning 


are written in heaven, &c. Compare this with 
what the same apostle says in the 5th chapter of 
Ephesians, where he speaks of the duties of hus- 
bands and wives. He says, “‘ The husband is the 
head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church. Therefore as the church is subject unto 
Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands. 
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it; . that he 
might present it to himself a glorious church,” &c. 
Then, after quoting Genesis 2: 24, where it is 
said, ‘ For this cause shall a man leave his father 
and mother, and shall be joined to his wife, and 
they two shall be one flesh,” he adds, * This is a 
great mystery : but I speak concerning Christ and 
the church.” 

From all that has now been said, it seems clear 
that by “ the bride,” or “the Lamb’s wife,” spo- 





John,the writer of Revela- | ken of in Revelation, is meant the true church of 


Christ—the heavenly Jerusalem—and not any par- 


| ticular woman. 


Relation of the Sexes, 

5. You ask, “ Does God desire us [i. e. men] to 
have nothing to do with the other sex? and can 
a man subdue that [the amative] nature ?” 

Answer.—All the natural affections and faculties 
of man, were implanted by the Creator; there- 
fore they are all good in themselves, and not to 
be rooted up or destroyed. But by man’s fall 
from God, through disobedience, his affections be- 
“ame depraved and debased, and subject to the 
power of “ the wicked one.” His spiritual nature 
was brought into boudage to the fleshly nature. 
Hence comes the necessity of regeneration; as 
Christ said to Nicodemus, “Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Jesus Christ came to redeem man from the power 
of the devil, and so from bondage to the flesh.— 
He came to accomplish in us the work of regen- 
cration—the new birth. To them who receive 
him, he gives power to become the sons of God— 
power to overcome the wicked one. In them the 
spirit has victory over the flesh; and they can 
say with Paul, “The law of the spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death.” What man wants then, is, not 
the destruction of his affections and appetites, but 
the renewing of them—the yielding of himself to 
God, in body, soul and spirit, that his affections 
and desires may be purified, sanctified, and con- 
trolled by God’s Spirit. 

Criticism. 

6. You ask for a plainer explanation of what 
we mean by the word “ Criticism.” 

Answer.—I thought I had explained our views 
of criticism pretty clearly in a former letter. 
But I will add a little more here. By criti- 
cism, then, we mean giving true judgment of per- 
sons’ characters. In other words, we mean the 
practice of telling each other plainly and kindly 
our thoughts of each other, on any suitable occa- 
sion. For instance, supposing you were living 
with us 2s a member of our Community, if your 
sourse of conduct were not good, or if you should 





of the 21st chapter, after saying in the first verse 





manifest a bad spirit, you would come under the 





| them for what he sees in them of evil. 

| For further ideas and explanations on this sub- 

ject, I refer you to an article entitled “ Thoughts 

‘on Criticism,” commenced in the Cirevlar of last 

| week, March 12, and concluded in this paper. 

| Parents and Children, 

| %. You inquire concerning parents and chil- 

dren: “ Do they know each other? or are the chil- 

dren given up to one to oversee them ? 
Answer.—They do know each other, and moth- 

lers have the care of their own children during 

| the period of nursing. So of course there is the 

| exercise of natural affection between them. But 


| we do not encourage or justify in parents that 





woman, arrayed in fine linen, clean and white | idolatrous and selfish love for their own children 
(the symbol of perfect righteousness), and is|(in preference to others) which prevails in the 


world. As is stated in Bible Communism, if 
|parents are intelligent, they come to regard the 
| whole Community as one family, and all the chil- 
| dren as children of one family. After the period 
| of nursing, the care of the children is committed 
| to those who have the best talent and most taste 





for other avocations, 
Labor. 





to rest from labor ? 

Our members generally do not 
| spend so many hours a day in manual labor, as is 
common with laboring people in the world, And 
|so we have more time to employ in spiritual and 
|mental improvement. 

Ihave thus replied to the most important of 
your questions, and hope my answers will be sat- 
isfactory. Yours in the truth, J. L. & 

peepee 
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Answer.— Yes. 








Why should women wear their hair longer 
than men? and why should it be cut in a differ- 
}ent fashion? Ifow far should woman’s dress dif- 
| fer from man’s, in a true state of society? In the 
age of unity that is coming, will not unity of ap- 
| parel as well as unity of heart and spirit be the 
|law? At least, will not the difference be reduced 
to the minimum? In the prevailing order of so- 
| ciety, difference and distinction in dress extend to 





the summer hat, are almost the only near approx- 
imations. 
reason for such a state of things ? 


As the Lord God made man and woman, as 
they were in the Garden of Eden, as they are to- 
day, in the dress-no-dress of nature, there is no 
| such large degree of difference in outward appear- 
ance. True there is a difference of proportion 


be distinguished ata distance of five hundred 
yards; while as men and women dress, their sex 
is telegraphed as far as they can be seen. 
not distinction of dress become invisible at a similar 
distance? At least, the same principles of comfort, 
convenience, and utility, should govern the dress 
of each. 

Men are, as to their dress, several hundred years 
ahead of the women, in ordinary society. Time 
was when men wore wigs, neck-rufiles, lace, pow- 
dered hair, cues, short breeches and long stock- 
ings, knee buckles and shoe buckles, ruffled shirt- 
bosoms and ruffled wrist-bands, and various other 


dress. Ornament was a leading idea. At the 
| present day, however, though governed to some 
extent by fashion, men dress mainly according to 
convenience and utilitly. 
hand are still in bondage to ornamentation and 
fashion. A woman in Paris sets a fashion, and no 
matter how uncomfortable, useless and contrary 
to common sense, the women of all Christendom 
follow the example, as far as possible. Enormous 
crinolines, bonnets ¢ /a clam-shell or coal-scuttle, 
&e., &e., follow each other in rapid succession. 
Comfort is discarded, convenience is lost sight of, | 





all for the sakg of fashionable ornament and dis- 
| play. e 

Any one who looks at this state of things, so- 
berly and earnestly, with @ true apprehension of 
}human life and human relations, must see how 
i false it is, and how important it is that the Spirit | 
of truth and sincerity should come in to govern | 
in the department of dress, as well as in all other | 
Worsan should be emanci- ; 





departments of life. 


8.—You wish to know, as we do not keep Sun- 
| day, whether we allow the members time enough | 


almost every article and garment that is worn. | 
The glove, stocking, shoe, and some styles of! 


Who can give a satisfactory and sound | 


and specific outline, but it is such as could hardly | 


Should | 


useless and barbarous styles and encumbrances of | 
| 


Women on the other | 


utility is ignored, common sense outraged ; and | severe calamity ; therefore, God threatened to take 
away the ornamental dresses of the daughters 


| veils: 


pated from this bondage to barbarism and frlse- 
hood, and man as her head should sincerely take 
hold and help her out of it.—But we only intend- 
ed to allude to the subject and suggest inquiry 
and thought. 
In some incidental discussion of the question of 
dress, in the family recently, an explanation was 
asked of the Corinthians 
about the covering of women, wearing of the hair, 
&c., 1 Cor. 11: 2—16. The passage is as follows: 
| “Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remem 
ber me in all things, and keep the ordinances as j 
delivered them to you. But I would have you 
know, that the head of every man is Christ; and 
the head of the woman is the man; and the head 
of Christ is God. Every man praying or prophe- 
sying, having his head covered, dishonoreth his 
head. But every woman that prayeth or proph« 
sieth with her head uncovered, dishonoreth her 
head : for that is even all one as if she were sha- 
ven. For ifthe woman be not covered, let her 
also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman 
to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered. For 2 
man indeed ought not to cover his head, foras- 
|much as he is the image and glory of God: but 
the woman is the glory ofthe man. For the man 
is not of the woman, but the woman of the man. 
Neither was the man created for the woman, but 
the woman for the man. For this cause ought 
the woman to have power on her head, because 
of the angels. Nevertheless, neither is the man 
without the woman, neither the woman without 
| the man, in the Lord. For as the woman is oi 
the man, even so is the man also by the woman; 
but all things of God. Judge in yourselves: Is ii 
| comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered ¢ 
Doth not even nature itself teach you, that it « 
{man have long hair, it isa shame untohim’? But 
if 2 woman have long hair, itis a glory to her: 
for her hair is given her for a covering. But it 
any man seem to be contentious, we have no such 
custom, neither the churches of God.” 
In explanation of this passage the following 

‘was prepared by J. H. N. 


Paul’s discourse to 


The discourse of Paulin the above passage trom 
Ist Corinthians, on the covering of women, is the 
beginning of a long criticism of the pudlie meet- 
ings of the Corinthians. The church of Chris- 
tians in that city was large, and their meetings 
were open to unbelievers. Spiritual gifts aboun- 
ded, and the enthusiasm of their meetings was in 
danger of running into disorder and indecorum. 
In the latter part of this 11th chapter, Paul de- 
/nounces the gluttony and drunkenness that had 
| begun to disgrace the Lord’s supper; and in the 
| 12th, 13th, and 14th chapters he expounds fully 
| the nature and value of the various spiritual gifts, 
especially those of prophesying or preaching, and 
| speaking with tongues, and sharply criticises the 

promiscuous ranting that was practiced in the 
Corinthian mectings. Taking the discourse on 
the covering of women in this connection, we see 
that its object was to put a stop to the indecorous 
bebavior of womenin public assemblies. In or- 
der to realize the nature of the indecorum which 
was the object of the apostle’s censture, we must 
iknow something of the customs of the age and 
country of the Corinthian church. For this pur- 
pose we may read in almost any commentary or 
book of Eastern travels such passages as the follow - 
ing from the Religious Encyclopedia : 

VEIL, (radi7.) 

Women were wont to cover their faces with 
veils in token of modesty, of reverence, and sub- 
jection to their husbands. Gen. 24: 65. 1 Cor. 
11: 3, &e. 

, In modern times, the women of Syria never ap- 
| pear in the streets without their veils. These arc 
of two kinds, the furragi and the common Aleppo 
i veil; the former being worn by some of the Turk- 
ish women only, the latter indiscriminately by 
all. The first is in the form of a large cloak, witn 
long straight sleeves, and a square hood hanging 
flat on the back; it is sometimes made of linen, 
| sometimes of a shawl orcloth. This veil reaching 
to the heels, conceals the whole of the dress, from: 
the neck downwards; while the head and face are 
covered by a large white handkerchief over tha 
head-dress and forehead, and a smaller one tied 
transversely over the lower part of the face, hang- 
; ing down on the neck. Many of the Turkish wo- 
/men, instead of the smaller handkerchief, use « 
| long piece of black crape stiffened, which, sloping 
a little from the forehead, leaves room to breath: 
/more freely, In this last way, the ladies are com- 
| pletely disguised ; in the former, the eyes and nose 
remaining visible, they are casily known by their 
‘acquaintances. The radid is a species of vei), 
| which Calmet supposes is worn by married wo- 
| men, as a token of their submission and depend 
' ence, and descends low down on the person. 
lift up the veil of a virgin is considered a gross in- 
sult; but to take away the veil of a married wo 
;man is one of the greatest indignities that she can 
receive, because it deprives her of the badge which 
distinguishes and dignities her in that character, 
and betokens her alliance to her husband, and her 
interest in his affections. This is the reason why 
| the spouse so feelingly complains: “They tou 
away my veil (radid) from me.” Cant. 5 


mr 4. 
When it is forcibly taken away by the husband.it!s 
equivalent to divorce, and justly reckoned a most 


, Zion, including the radidiim, the low-descending 


“In that day the Lord will take away tts 
changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, an. 
the fine linen, and the hoods and the veils.” bs... 
3: 18, &e, 

"The ordinary Aleppo veil is a liner sheet, lary: 
enough to cover ibe whole habit from head : 
foot, and js brought over the face in @ manner vo 
conceal all but one eye. ‘This is perhaps allucee 
to by the bridegroom im these words: “‘Phou 
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hast rayished my heart with one of thine 
eyes.” Cant.4: 9. In every when the ladies 
appear in public, they always fold themselves up 
so closely in their hykes, that, even without their 
veils, one can discover very little of their faces. 
But, in the summer months, when they retire to 
their country seats, they walk abroad with less 
caution ; though, even then, on the approach of a 
stranger, they always drop their veils, as Rebecca 
did on the approach of Isaac. But, pay 4° they 
are so closely wrapped up that those who look at 
them cannot see even their hands, still less their 
face, yet it is reckoned indecent in a man to fix 
his eyes upon them; he must let them pass with- 
out seeming at all to observe them. When alady 
of distinction, says Hanway, travels on horseback, 
she is not only veiled, but has generally a servant, 
who runs or rides before her to clear the way; 
and on such occasions the men, even in the mar- 
ket-places, always turn their backs till the women 
are past, it being thought the highest ill manners 
to look at them. A lady in the East considers 
herself degraded when she is exposed to the gaze 
of the other sex, which accounts for the conduct | 
of Vashti in refusing to obey the command of the 
king. Their ideas of decency, on the other hand, 
forbid a virtuous woman to lay aside or even to 
lift up her veil in the presence of the other sex. 
She who ventures to disregard this prohibition, 
inevitably ruins her character. Cor. 2. From 
that moment she is noted as a woman of easy 
virtue, and her act is regarded as a signal for in- 
trigue. Pitts informs us that in Barbary the cour- 
tesan appears in public without a veil; and in 
Prov. 7: 18, 14, the harlot exposes herself in the 
same indecent manner; “So she caught him and 
kissed him, and with an impudent face,” a face 
uncovered and shameless, “said unto him, I have 
peace-offerings with me; this day have I paid m. 
vows.” But it must nevertheless be remarked, 
that, at different times, and in different parts of 
the East, the use, or partial use of the veil has 
greatly varied.— Watson. 

Also the following from Bagster’s Comprehen- 
sive Bible: 

In the East, if a woman appear in public un- 
veiled, she is immediately supposed to be deficient 
in modesty ; and consequently she would dishonor 
her head, her husband, not only by apparently 
throwing off the sign of her subjection, but by 
appearing like those women who had their hair 
shorn off, or shaven, as the punishment of adul- 
tery ; a custom which Tacrrvs informs us, (Germ. 
19.) prevailed among the Germans. 

Now since in this country and in the present 
age no such customs or standards of modesty ex- 
ist, it would be absurd for us to apply the doctrine 
of Paul concerning covering of heads to our own 
practices. They who find in this passage, as a 
whole, anything in favor of the modern fashion of 
women’s hair, must be reminded of two or three 
things which they seem to forget. 1. All that 
Paul says about head-coverings previous to the 
14th verse, refers not to hair but to veils—not to 
something that covers the back of the head but 
to something that covers the face. The apostle 
does not admit at all that the hair of women is a 
sufficient covering, but requires them to cover 
their faces with veils in their public assemblies, 
according to the custom of the time. 2. It is to 
be noted that in the fashion of the women of mod- 
ern times, their hair, though itis long, does not 
answer any such purpose of covering as the apos- 
tle had in view. In fact long hair, coiled up and 
stuck asa wad on the back or top of the head 
covers less of the nakedness of the person, than 
the short hair of men. We may certainly dimiss, 
therefore, from our minds all that goes before the 
14th verse,as relating to customs that have passed 
away, and as requirements that cannot be fulfilled 
by any kind of hair, long or short—certainly not 
by long hair coiled up so as to expose the back of 
the neck. And here we may take occasion to 
vaunt our own fashion a little, as one that really 
makes woman’s hair more a covering for her 
person than the long-haired fashion of the world 
does. 

But to proceed. Inthe 14th and 15th verses, 
the apostle seems to teach a specific doctrine con- 
cerning the hair, founded on the laws of nature, 
and of course, of universal authority. But my 
respect for Paul compels me to doubt whether 
what seems to be his meaning, is so in reality. 
His apparent doctrine is so incredible, that if he 
should ask me the question, “ Doth not even na- 
ture itself teach you, that if a man have long hair 
it isa shame unto him; but if a woman have long 
hair it is a glory unto her?” I should be com- 
pelled, as an honest man to answer, respectfully 
but decidedly, No. Nature, as I understand its 
language, teaches that the hair of the head 
was given to both men and women for precisely 
the same purpose, viz., as a covering for the 
brain, and not to either of them as a covering for 
the rest of the body. The truth of this position 
is so clear that I am compelled to believe that 
Paul, in asking the Corinthians the above ques- 
tion, appealed not really to the authority of what 
we now mean by the word “nature,” but as in his 
previous discourse, to their sense of propriety 
founded on the customs of that age and country. 
Customs establish themselves not only in our men- 
tal associations and memories, but in our blood, 
so that we are born with instincts conformed, 
not to the dictates of universal nature, but to the 
fashions of our generation and its predecessors. 
Such instincts may be appealed to, as in a certain 
sense the dictates of nature. There isan origi- 





nal and universal nature—and there is a second 
nature superinduced by custom. In one sense, 
shame, with all its paraphernalia of concealment by 
clothing and otherwise, is a dictate of nature—it 
manifests itself very early, and possesses every 
body. But we know that it did not belong to the 
original nature of Adam and Eve. If the ques- 
tion were asked, “Doth not nature teach you 
that it is a shame for man and woman to be na- 
ked?” we might answer both yes and no; yes, 
for the fallen nature which we have inherited from 
all past generations bids us beware of nakedness 
as almost the unpardonable sin; no, for the na- 
ture of man as God made him in his own image, 
and as eternal reason restores it, bids him learn to 
be naked and not ashamed. So when Paul asked 
the Corinthians the question: “ Doth not even 
nature itself teach you,” &c., they doubtless could 
answer yes, as they looked into the instincts of 
their nature, modified as it was by custom. But 
the same question addressed to us finds in usa 
different nature, and must have a different answer. 

Three circumstances must be noted in re- 
gard to the doctrine of the 14 and 15th verses, that 
go to lessen the weight of it as a dogma of univer- 
sal importance : 1. It is introduced not for its own 
intrinsic value,but as a makeweight to the previous 
argument in favor of women’s wearing veils in 
public assemblies, which custom is certainly not 
of present obligation. 2. It is propounded in the 
form of a question to certain persons, and not as 
an affirmation demanding universal belief. 3. It 
is followed by this remarkable saying, which 
seems to me to be a liberal disclaimer of any in- 
tention to make laws about the length of hair :— 
“ But if any man seemeth to be contentious, we have no 
such custom, neither the churches of God.” 

If these views are not satisfactory and conclu- 
sive, I can only say, they are all I have to present. 
Perhaps we must leave this passage among those 
of which Peter said that they were hard to 
be understood. Certainly what is said in the 
10th verse about women’s having power on their 
heads because of the angels, is hitherto quite un- 
intelligible. We can wait for Paul’s own personal 
explanation of these things; but in the mean time 
we ought to respect him enough not to impute to 
him doctrines that are manifestly contrary to 
common sense. 

Industrial Organization —With the approach of 
Spring, comes the time for our annual industrial 
organization. Accordingly, a committee, com- 
posed of representatives from the various depart- 
ments, was appointed for this purpose, and has 
been in session for several evenings. 

Territorial Extension—An addition of seventy 
acres has been made to our domain this week, by 
the purchase of an adjoining farm. It lies south- 
west of the Mansion house, and fills out an‘ angle 
in that side of the farm. 

Business.—Business has been abundant with us 
this winter, and left little time for ennu?, or rust. 
The trap and bag shops have afforded abundant 
employment for all our spare help. Quarrying 
stone and drawing stone and lumber for the pro- 
posed new building, have demanded a share of 
attention. Our team-work is now mostly done by 
hired help. 

oe | ee 
Forsaking all for Christ. 

While hearing the song entitled “ Disciple,” 
beginning with “Jesus 1 my cross have ta- 
ken,” I could not help noticing what beautiful 
and comforting words it contained—comfort- 
ing and encouraging to such as are seeking 
the fellowship of Christ, and are giving up all 
for his sake. All that have given up this 
world with its attractions and pleasures, and 
have parted from parents and friends, know 
how often they are despised, scoffed at, and 
hated by those whom they once thought their 
best friends. This verse of the song seems 
so appropriate for persons experiencing such 
trials, that I cannot refrain from quoting it: 


“Let the world despise and leave me, 
They have left my Savior too, 

Human hearts and looks deceive me, 
Thou art not like them untrue. 

And whilst thou shalt smile upon me. 
God of wisdom, love and might, 

Foes may hate and friends disown me, 
Shew thy face and all is bright. 

Then again : 

“Man may trouble and distres me, 
*T will but drive me to thy breast, 

Life with trials hard may press me, 
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest.” 

I asked myself, Have JZ forsaken all for 
Christ? Am I willing to give up father, moth- 
er, brother and lover, for Christ and his cause ? 
Then the devil tempted me to think, that I 
should, in taking such a step, be likely to lose 
something by it—some friend’s regard or 


love. Well, perhaps 1 should; but what is 





the love of man compared to the love of God 
and the Primitive Church? And what a glo- 
rious promise Christ has given us in the say- 
ing: “And every one that hath forsaken 
houses or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
name’s sake, shall receive a hundred-fold, and 
shall inherit everlasting life.” Then the feeling 
came that I could and would forsake all for 
Christ, and “ put on the whole armor of God, 
that I might be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil.” When I had really made this 
resolution, my heart became filled with a new 
love for God, and I felt that I would be will- 
ing to do anything or make any sacrifice that 
would help the cause of Christ. 

And now, when I am tempted to be discour- 
aged, I think of the time when I formed this 
resolve and how happy I then felt in the 
purpose to live a new life and serve God; 
and the thought buoys me up and gives me 
new and fresh courage to “ ever press onward” 
and become a true and firm advocate and ex- 
emplar of the high calling to which God has 
called us. ANNIE. 
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The New Atlantic Telegraph. 





Measures are now in progress which, to 
all appearance, will lead to the construction 
and laying of another Atlantic cable at no 
very distant day. On the fifth instant an in- 
fluential meeting of capitalists and merchants 
was held at the Chamber of Commerce, in this 
city—Mayor Opdyke in the chair—for for- 
warding the project of the new Atlantic tele- 
graph. Several speeches were made and 
much information imparted respecting the 
advantages and practicability of such an en- 
terprise. Mr, Peter Cooper stated that the 
advantages of telegraphic communication with 
Europe had not yet fully entered the minds 
of its warmest advocates. The facility which 
such a telegraph would afford to merchants in 
sending and receiving orders, and knowing 
the prices ranging in European markets, 
would compensate them for all the cost in- 
volved in the undertaking. Such a telegraph 
would also tend to prevent misunderstandings 
between Great Britain and the United States. 
Mr. Cyrus W. Field stated that he wished to 
correct a wrong impression which had been 
made upon the public mind with respect to 
ocean cables. It was a common belief here 
that all such cables hitherto laid had been 
failures. This was a mistake; and he read a 
letter from a firm in London engaged in the 
manufacture of submarine cables, in which it 
was stated they had already laid forty-four, 
the total length of which was nine thousand 
miles, and all were in good working order ; 
and they were confident of being capable of 
making a cable for the Atlantic telegraph 
that would be successful. This firm was 
willing to become large stockholders and 
make the cable, leaving a large portion of its 
cost to depend upon its successful working. 
They had laid the line of cable between France 
and Algiers, and it was stated to be 1,535 
miles in length, whereas the Atlantic line be- 
tween Ireland and Newfoundland would be 
but 1,040 miles, and the ocean depth on the 
Atlantic plateau was no greater than that of 
the Mediterranean. It was also stated that 
four hundred messages had been sent on the 
old Atlantic cable before it failed to transmit 
currents, and that its failure was owing to 
defective construction and to the use of infe- 
rior copper. Lake Superior copper was 
found to be fifty per cent better in conducting 
power than most other qualities of copper. 

It was also stated that George Peabody 
and the agent of the Baring Brothers and 
other prominent capitalists in London had 
subscribed to the enterprise. It was esti- 
mated that the line, when laid, would yield 
an income of over two millions of dollers per 
annum. The telegraph line to San Francisco, 
since its completion, had earned enough to 
pay for its entire cost. Mr. A. A. Low 
stated, in reference to its utility, that one 
message to San Francisco, which cost him 
thirty dollars, was worth three thousand to 
him. These statements were made to show 
that in all probability the profits from the 
Atlantic cable would be amply satisfactory. 
It was asserted that there would be no diffi- 
culty, now, in the laying of a new cable. In 
England the subscriptions amount at present 
to £185,000, but there would be no call for 
them until they reached £300,000. 

In addition to what was said upon the sub- 
ject at this meeting, we would state that the 
route for the Atlantic cable has been re- 
surveyed by two vessels of the British navy, 
and has been found more favorable than was 





anticipated. The company in London has 
also appointed a committee of eminent, prac- 
tical and scientific men to select a suitable 
cable, &c. This committee consists of Mr. 
Fairbairn, F. R. 8., Joseph Whitworth, the 
eminent machinist, and professors W heat- 
stone and Thomson—perhaps the most dis- 
tinguished electricians in the world. 

The insulation of telegraph cables has 
been vastly improved since the first one was 
laid in the Atlantic, and so has the mode of 
working them. Formerly a large quantity 
of electricity was transmitted to overcome 
the resistance of the wire; new the wave of 
the electric fluid used is as weak as possible. 
It has also been found that the current which 
flows from the copper pole of the battery, is 
the best to work cables. The current from 
the zine pole was formerly used, and some- 
times both alternately. Very delicate instru- 
ments are now also employed to work all 
submarine lines. Mr. Varley, of London, a 
distinguished electrician, confidently antici- 
pates that from twelve to sixteen words per 
minute may be transmitted through the new 
Atlantic cable. The time has fully arrived, 
we think, when, for the interests of science, 
commerce and social life, another attempt 
should be made to lay a new Atlantic tele- 
graph cable.—Scientific American. 

—— —oae ee 
The Polish Revolution. 

The accounts received from non-Russian sour- 
ces, by the latest arrivals from Europe, represent 
that up to the latest date the Polish revolution 
was still gaining in strength. The Russians have 
again suffered several defeats, and there appears 
no progress toward the suppression of the move- 
ment. The committee of landed proprietors in 
Russian Poland have issued a circular, in which 
they say that they were opposed to the commence- 
ment of the revolution under such unfavorable 
circumstances; but now it has begun they will 
adhere to it with all their heart. Several promi- 
nent revolutionary leaders have joined, or are on 
their way to join the Poles, among them Gens. 
Klapka and Dembinski, of Hungarian revolution- 
ary reputation. 

The tide of sympathy in Europe for the Poles 
is said to be rising higher and higher. In the 
English House of Commons all parties, without 
an exception, expressed their sympathy with the 
Poles. Popular sympathy in France is in the 
same direction, and the French government ap- 
pears to be favorable to the Poles. The Prussian 
Second Chamber, by an overwhelming majority, 
condemns the policy of the Government, and de- 
mands the observance of the strictest neutrality. 


The War in this Country. 

There is but little of interest to record in the 
movement of affairs in this country. The season 
is unfavorable for active military operations, 
There seems to be a general expectation that the 
advance of Spring will witness more desperate 
fighting. Operations have been going on all 
winter in the south-west by the Federal forces for 
the reduction of Vicksburg. Of late there has 
been some apparent success. There are numer- 
ous reports of great destitution in some parts of 
the South, threatening famine. Movements are 
said to be organizing at Port Royal against some 
important point, and at New Orleans against 
Port Hudson, a position commanding the Missis- 
sippi held by the Confederates. Gen. Hunter at 
Port Royal has ordered all the able bodied negroes 
of his department to be drafted for garrison duty. 

anna ena 

A Frencu Crystat Patace. The Gar- 
dener’s Monthly says: We understand that 
Sir Joseph Paxton is about to construct, at 
Passe, near Paris, for the Emperor of the 
French, a new Crystal Palace, of sueh di- 
mensions that Sydenham Palace will shrink 
into insignificance if placed beside it. 

Foreign Fruit-—tThe last great hortieultu- 
ral show at Namurs, was the most remarka- 
ble ever seen in Belgium. There were more 
than 30,000 specimens of fruit exhibited, 
comprising 8,000 varieties. It required 9,000 
plates to hold this immense quantity of fruit. 
The Belgian gardeners produced the finest 
pears; the Germans the finest apples, and 
the French the finest grapes.—Jbid. 

ee 

—A treaty of commerce and navigation between 
the United States and Liberia has been ratified. 


—The money to be paid into the United States 
Treasury, for exemption from military duty by 
the Quakers of Indiana, it is said will amount to 
about two hundred and fifty-three thousand dol- 
lars. 
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